
The Story of the Apostolic Christian Church 

The Apostolic Christian Church denomination has its roots in the "Anabaptist" movement 

which grew from the Protestant Reformation of the 16th century.  The changes begun by 

Luther, Calvin, and Zwingli were seen as only the beginning by many "radical reformers" who 

desired to return to a New Testament pattern of a "believer's church."  The Anabaptists, 

rejected infant baptism as a sacrament, which takes for granted that one becomes a Christian 

by being born into a supposedly Christian society.  They were convinced that true believers are 

those who choose, by means of a personal decision for Christ, through faith, to receive Him as 

Lord and Savior, thus effecting a new, spiritual re-birth which joins them to the visible 

community of believers.  Anabaptists believed in water baptism, but only for those who had 

made a conscious decision to follow Christ.  "Believers baptism" by immersion is seen as an 

outward sign of an inward change.  

Samuel Froehlich (1803-1857), the founder of the Apostolic Christian Church, was an ordained 

minister in the Swiss Protestant State Church until he was branded a "sectarian" and dismissed 

for preaching Anabaptist doctrine.  Through his involvement with other Anabaptist groups, 

notably the Swiss Brethren and Mennonites, Froehlich was encouraged to begin a new church 

for believers.  By the time of his death, less than twenty years later, the evangelistic-minded 

Froehlich had established 110 churches throughout Switzerland and Germany.  These churches 

were eventually registered under the official name in Europe as "Evangelical Baptist."     

After the death of Froehlich, the church continued to grow, moving into areas of Hungary, 

Romania, and Yugoslavia where the church was called "Nazarene."  Suffering economic 

hardship and persecution for their "pacifist" and "non-combatant" stance, many of the 

European believers began to immigrate to the United States in the late 1800's.  As the believers 

arrived in America, most settled in rural, farming communities throughout the Midwest.   It was 

here in America that the church formally took the name "Apostolic Chrisitian."  Their European 

names, "Evangelical Baptist" and "Nazarene," were already registered by others with the U.S. 

government.  With their desire to cling fast to the teaching of the New Testament, and to 

pattern their church life after that of the early apostolic church, they thought what better name 

than "Apostolic Christian" to define this small, evangelical, "believers-church" denomination. 

Today, in North America there are approximately 150 Apostolic Christian churches with 15,000 

members scattered across the United States and Canada.  There are two official Apostolic 

Christian denominations:  "The Apostolic Christian Church of America" and "The Apostolic 

Christian Church (Nazarene)."  The latter is the denomination with which our church chooses 

to associate.  Our denomination has an aggressive missions program, started in the last 30 

years, with major mission works in Brazil, New Guinea, Argentina, and Africa.  The numbers of 

churches and members in these countries has far outpaced our growth in North America.   

 


